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terreligious Relations, which is 
charged with fostering unity among 
the separated branches of the Chris-
tian Church, for the sake of coop-
eration and mission in the world. 
Th e Offi  ce is also responsible for 
overseeing the Episcopal Church’s 

relationships with 
other religions, for 
similar cooperation 
and mutual under-
standing.

Th e work is led by 
the Presiding Bishop’s 
Deputy for Ecumeni-
cal and Interreligious 
Relations, Bishop C. 

Christopher Epting, assisted by Dr. 
Th omas Ferguson, Associate Dep-
uty, on behalf of Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jeff erts Schori. 

Jesus’ disciples received 
the gift of the Holy 
Spirit on the Day of

   Pentecost—the 50th day  after 
the Resurrection. Th e Book of Acts 
says that the disciples rushed into 
the marketplace and began preach-
ing to the multicultural, multilin-
gual crowd in languages they had 
not known they could speak.

On the Day of 
Pentecost, therefore, 
the Church remem-
bers that ministry in-
cludes making con-
nections with those 
who walk a diff erent 
path, including peo-
ple of other faith tra-
ditions and  Chris-
tians of other denominations. 

Part of the Episcopal Church’s 
work in this area is carried out by 
the Offi  ce of Ecumenical and In-

The visible unity 
we seek is a 
‘communion of 
communions.’

—The Lambeth Conference 1998

Th at We All Th at We All 
May Be OneMay Be One
Ecumenical and Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Interreligious 
Relations of Relations of 
Th e Episcopal ChurchTh e Episcopal Church
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Th e offi  ce 
works in con-
junction with 
General Con-
vention through 
its Standing 
C o m m i s s i o n 
on Ecumenical 
and Interreli-
gious Relations 
(SCEIR).

Ecumenical Offi  cers from each 
diocese and province of the Church 
work together in 
a group known as 
Episcopal Diocesan 
Ecumenical and In-
terreligious Offi  cers 
(EDEIO). Each dioc-
esan offi  cer encour-
ages and organizes 
ecumenical and in-
terfaith activity at the 
congregational, local 
and regional levels. 

Finally, the ecu-
menical and interfaith 
work of the Episcopal Church is part 
of the eff orts of the Anglican Com-
munion. Th e Episcopal Church’s 
dialogues with the Orthodox, Ro-
man Catholics and Old Catholics 
are complemented by parallel inter-
national dialogues through the An-
glican Communion.

Th e Episcopal Church was also a 
founding member of, and continues 
to be active in, the World Council 
of Churches based in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, and the National Council 
of Churches headquartered in New 
York. Full communion relation-
ships include the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America, the Old 
Catholic churches in Europe, the 
Philippine Independent Church, 
and the Mar Th oma Church. Th ere 
are active relationships of eucha-

ristic sharing, along 
with theological dia-
logue on the way to 
possible full commu-
nion, with the Mora-
vian Church and the 
United Methodist 
Church.  In addi-
tion, ecumenical dia-
logues continue with 
the Roman Catho-
lic Church and the 
Presbyterian Church 
(USA).

For several years TEC has been 
active in the NCC’s Commis-
sion on Interfaith Relations, and 
through that Commission has been 
in an ongoing ecumenical dialogue 
with the Jewish community and 
the newly instituted National Mus-
lim Christian Initiative.

Dialogue with people 
of other faiths begins 
when people meet 
each other ... in 
mutual understanding, 
respect  and trust ... to 
share in service to the 
community ... as an 
authentic witness.

—The Lambeth Conference 1998

To learn more about the Episcopal Church’s 
ecumenical and interfaith programs, visit 
www.episcopalchurch.org/eir.htm
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