
In Southern Africa, the St. Anne 
Support and Care Centre received a 
$7,000 UTO grant to aid its Rural 
Ministry Community Empowerment 
program. The funds will help purchase 
seeds, tools and fertilizer for a com-
munity garden project at two area 
churches to improve agricultural 
production and increase the health of 
local residents. 

This year, the UTO granted $30,000 
to the Diocese of Minnesota to fund 
the translation and publication of 
The Book of Common Prayer into the 
Hmong language. In St. Paul, there is 
a thriving Hmong population, which 
has revitalized the church’s congrega-
tion and the community. 

A grant to the Diocese of Kansas for 
$8,952 will provide nutritious food 
for low-income children over the 
weekend when school meals are not 
available. Partner schools will identify 
at-risk children, and through the 
Weekend Backpack Feeding Program, 
fi lled backpacks will be sent home 
with enough food for three meals a 
day for two days. 

Through the UTO’s companion 
diocese program, the Diocese of 
Springfi eld requested a grant with the 
Diocese of Barbados. In partnership, 
$15,000 was awarded to establish an 
educational program to improve 
parenting skills through the Mother’s 
Union in Barbados. This project will 
focus on the education and training of 
12 people who will organize parenting 
groups, materials and training for 
families throughout the Diocese and 
communities in which they serve.  

Stateless Filipino children living in 
Japan will have access to safe transpor-
tation, computer training and health 
care thanks to a $46,000 UTO grant 
awarded to the Anglican Youth Center 
in Nagoya for the Ecumenical Learning 
Center for Children.

A grant of $30,600 to the Diocese of 
Central Gulf Coast will help build a 
drive-through and handicapped-acces-
sible entrance to a church that serves 
a growing population of elderly and 
handicapped people, including 
families left homeless by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Wilma.

In Lewiston, Maine, the UTO is 
supporting a Refugee Outreach 
Program with a $10,610 grant to 
fund the salary for 
an Outreach 
Coordinator 
for a growing 
Somali 
refugee 
population.
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Grant applications for 2009 were due on January 31, 2009. 
Applications for 2010 will be available on the UTO web site 
(www.episcopalchurch.org/uto) in October 2009, with applications 
due by January 31, 2010. Ask your UTO Coordinator for details.

The mission of the United Thank Offering is to expand the circle of 
thankful people. To achieve this mission we encourage daily prayers, 

offerings, and awareness of the abundance of God’s blessings. 


